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Donna Summer dies aged 63
BY JACQUIE LEE ON MAY 18, 2012

The undisputed Queen of Disco, Donna Summer has passed away  at the age of 63 following a
lengthy  battle with cancer.

The legendary  singer, most famous for hits such as Hot Stuff, Bad Girls, Love to Love You Baby and
She Works Hard for the Money passed away  on Thursday  morning, surrounded by  family .

“Early  this morning, we lost Donna Summer Sudano, a woman of many  gifts, the greatest being
her faith,” a family  statement said. “While we grieve her passing, we are at peace celebrating her
extraordinary  life and her continued legacy . Words truly  can’t express how much we appreciate
your prayers and love for our family  at this sensitive time.”

Born in Massachusetts in 1948, Summer found fame in 1975 with her single Love to Love You Baby,
which caused a stir thanks to the seductively  whispered vocals and suggestive moans. Summer
helped define the mid-70′s disco trend with hits such as I Feel Love and Last Dance, but broke out of
the disco mould with the 1979 album Bad Girls. Following a career lull, the disco diva again topped
the charts with the empowering She Works Hard for the Money in 1983. She released a total of 17
studio albums in her career, the most recent being 2008′s Crayons.

Summer, who won five Grammy awards throughout her career, has been described by  The
Recording Academy as having had “a dynamic voice and unique musical sty le that helped define the
dance music genre in the ’70s.”

“She also was an artist who crossed many  musical genres, as ev idenced by  her Grammy wins in the
R&B, rock, inspirational and dance categories,” said Recording Academy President Neil Portnow.
“Her talent was a true gift to the music industry , and our thoughts and sympathies are with her
family , friends and fans throughout the world during this difficult time.”

In an official statement released by  the White House, President Barack Obama stated, “Michelle
and I were saddened to hear about the passing of Donna Summer. A five-time Grammy Award
winner, Donna truly  was the “Queen of Disco”. Her voice was unforgettable, and the music industry
has lost a legend far too soon. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Donna‘s family  and her dedicated
fans.”
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The reach of Summer’s musical influence is ev ident in the outpourings of sympathy  she’s received,
with everyone from Boy George and legendary  music producer Quincy Jones to DJ Steve Aoki
and Glee‘s Naya Rivera flocking to Twitter to pay  their respects.
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In a statement released by  her publicist, singer Barbara Streisand said, “I was shocked to hear
about Donna. She was so v ital the last time I saw her a few months ago. I loved doing the duet with
her. She had an amazing voice and was so talented.”

Chaka Khan, who was friends with Summer for three decades, said, “She is one of the few black
women I could speak German with and she is one of the few friends I had in this business.”

“I can’t believe we’ve lost another wonderful singer,” said country  music legend Dolly Parton.
“Donna, like Whitney (Houston), had one of the greatest voices ever. I loved her records. She was
the disco queen, and will remain so. I knew her and found her to be one of the most likable and fun
people ever. She will be missed and remembered.”

Summer is survived by  her husband, singer and producer Bruce Sudano, their daughters,
Brooklyn and Amanda, and Summer’s daughter, Mimi, from a previous marriage.

Via CNN and NME
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