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INTERVIEW: LAST DINOSAURS

Sean Caskey, Last Dinosaurs. Photo courtesy of The Weekend Edition

Written by Jacquie Lee

In the lead up to their performance at the new Spin Off festival in Adelaide, we chatted with Sean Caskey
from Brissy band, Last Dinosaurs about life on tour, Amsterdam parties and their next album.

Anyone who argues that the life of a musician isn’t glamorous needs to take some pointers from Last
Dinosaurs singer and guitarist, Sean Caskey…

“We flew from Heathrow [airport] and because we’re Virgin Gold members, we managed to weasel our
way into the first-class lounge,” Caskey confessed of their recent overseas trip. “It was insane, actually
insane. You walk in and there’s just free sh!t everywhere; and then on the right there were people getting
their hair cut, massages… It’s just so over-the-top and so self-indulgent, it was just ridiculous.

“It was a massive highlight for us though, because we’re all sort of like hobos, hanging out with these
people in suits with cocktails and stuff.”

Caskey, his brother Lachlan and fellow band-mates Dan Koyama and Sam Gethin-Jones were on their
way home from a jam-packed tour of UK and Europe – the highlight of which, Caskey tells me, was their
time in Amsterdam where the boys shared a stage with Grimes at the London Calling festival.

“Our show there was sick, and then after that we went to play a live radio acoustic set at like 3am that was
broadcast on television. It was so weird. That was a really interesting day.

“It was quite cold in Amsterdam at the time, and the room we played in [at the festival] was at the top,”
Caskey continued. “There was just steam rushing out the door; like, you could stand in front of the door
and feel a wind of steam from everyone’s sweat flowing past you. Everyone was obviously like, high and
really drunk, as they are at festivals. Well, in Amsterdam especially.”

So, did the boys get up to any interesting activities themselves in the Dutch capital?

“We indulged in the delicacies, that’s for sure,” the singer replied coyly.

But Caskey says they are mostly looking forward to playing to for an Australian crowd again when the band
takes to the stage at this month’s Spin Off festival in Adelaide and Splendour in the Grass festival in Byron
Bay.

“Before we went to the UK we did our Australian tour, and every show was tons of fun,” he said. “People
were really into it, going mental. But in the UK no-one knew anything, so there was just no… climax. I don’t
know, they dug it but they don’t know [any of the older tracks] – it’s all new for them. So it was just weird, fun
and interesting but really contrary to what we were doing in Australia, and I’m really looking forward to
playing to a familiar crowd again.”

Australian audiences can look forward to the energetic, fun-filled sets chock full of hits like Zoom, Dunes
and others from the album ‘In a Million Years’. Caskey described the recording of the debut album at
Sydney’s legendary BJB Studios as a career highlight and is already thinking about the next offering.
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“I’m really looking forward to recording the next album, because I think it’s going to be heaps better,” he
continued. But does better mean different?

“It’ll still be my voice, and the guitars will sound similar because we’re very, very particular about guitar
sounds,” Caskey explained. “We’re all the same people, so our personalities will still be in the music. In a
Million Years is a sort of dark version… But I think it’ll be different enough, where we won’t be ripped on or
whatever.”

Caskey even blurted out that, following a return trip to the UK in the coming months, they’re planning
another Australian tour. “I’m not sure if I’m supposed to tell you that!” he confessed.

With massive festival dates ahead amid all this success, we asked Sean if it all felt a bit surreal.

“Kinda,” he admitted. “Like, we’re still the same people, and I’m still in my bedroom trying to write songs,
so it’s still the same in that department. But we’re [also] going to all of these awesome places now. It’s
different in different aspects; it’s weird, but it’s really awesome. I’ve never been to Europe or anything
before, so getting the chance to go there in the first place is an awesome opportunity and playing shows is
just, like, the icing on the cake.”

Last Dinosaurs play at Spin Off festival on Saturday 21 July at 6.30pm
Where: Adelaide Showgrounds
How much: Fringe Benefits discount tix sold out! Regular tix still available at Moshtix.com.au for $99
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