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US President Barack Obama backs
Same-Sex Marriage
BY JACQUIE LEE ON MAY 10, 2012

In a landmark interv iew with ABC News America, Barack Obama has become the first US president
to publicly  declare his support of same-sex marriage.

The announcement has come after years of reflection and “evolution” regarding the topic. In 2004,
Obama stated that for religious reasons he believed that “marriage is between a man and a woman”;
but in 2010 he stated that his feelings on gay  marriage were “constantly  evolv ing”, and that he was
in favour of civ il unions for gays and lesbians. Last year saw the president bring an end to the US
military ’s controversial “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy  that prevented homosexuals from serving
openly  in the military .

Now, six months out from the November presidential election, Obama’s reversal of his position on
the highly-controversial issue is being hailed as an historic moment in civ il rights history .

“I’ve just concluded, for me, personally , it is important for me to go ahead and affirm that I think
same-sex couples should be able to get married,” he said in the interv iew.

Obama also said that talks with his daughters Malia and Sasha, whose friendship groups include
children of same-sex parents, had influenced his decision.

“There have been times where Michelle and I have been sitting around the dinner table and we’re
talking about their friends and their parents, and Malia and Sasha, it wouldn’t dawn on them that
somehow their friends’ parents would be treated differently .

“It doesn’t make sense to them, and frankly , that’s the kind of thing that prompts a change in
perspective.”

The President said that he had hesitated on taking a stand in support of gay  marriage in part because
he thought civ il unions would be sufficient, and also that he was sensitive to the fact that, for a lot of
people, the term ‘marriage’ carries with it powerful traditions and religious beliefs.
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Elizabeth Rose is still adjusting to the attention that the last year and a half has brought her, and we caught up with her for a look-in to the surreal life.

Elizabeth Rose is Ready To Mesmerise
lunamagazine.com.au

21 year old Elizabeth Rose is a force to be reckoned with on the Australian music scene. The electronic-pop singer and producer has made a...
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If you were curious about what Kanye West's film Cruel Summer is about, and how the seven screen experience works, we've got the details.

Kanye West’s Cruel Summer Film Debuts at Cannes
lunamagazine.com.au

Kanye West debuted his new film, a follow-up to 2010's Runaway, at the Cannes Film Festival overnight.
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Kanye West’s Cruel
Summer Film
Debuts at Cannes
BY SEAN DAVID ON MAY 24,
2012

Since Kanye West  debuted
his 30 minute film
Runaway to audiences,
speculation has been rife
about his latest. Rumours
grew more interesting (or
stranger, depending on

Does Sex Sell?
Perhaps, but so does
Bad Writing
BY LISA DOWN ON MAY 24, 2012

If y ou'v e recently  noticed
plenty  of people huddled ov er
a book during the morning
commute, chances are they
are reading erotic nov el Fifty
Shades of

CONTINUE READING...

Sigur Rós Creates
Valtari Mystery
Film Experiment
BY BECCY JEFFREY ON MAY 23,
2012

Sigur Rós are hoping their
latest record Valtari will
spark a reel of creativ ity .
The band has formed a
my stery  film experiment,
prov iding selected
filmmakers a

It remains to be seen how this move will affect Obama’s election hopes, particularly  in marginal
electorates such as North Carolina, a state he narrowly  carried in 2008 but which recently  approved
a constitutional amendment forbidding gay  marriages, civ il unions and domestic partnerships.
Obama’s electoral opponent, Mitt Romney, has repeated his stance that marriage should be
between a man and a woman.

Closer to home, Prime Minister Julia Gillard has stated that her opposition to gay  marriage will not
change despite President Obama’s remarks, as legislation to allow same-sex marriage sits before
Federal Parliament.

Via ABC News; image via Vibe.com
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